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Women’s Business Alliance hosts first  
program of the year—‘New Year, New 
You’ 



 
 

CARROLL COUNTY CHAMBER 
2011 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

Chairman—Robie York 
Prater & York LLC 

Chairman-Elect—Leonard Woolsey 
Times-Georgian 

Vice Chairman—Gary Leftwich 
Southwire 

Treasurer—Kathy Yates 
Georgia Power 

Past Chairman—Dr. Faye McIntyre 
Richards College of Business�UWG  

Sue Bloodworth City of Mt. Zion 
Ben Butler                   Tanner Medical Center 
Mark Camp                 Advantage Office Solutions 
Casey Coleman City of Carrollton 
Kent Edwards Carrollton City Schools 
Ann Fazio                    Garrett, Stephens, Thomas & Fazio PC  
Rick Ford                    City of Temple 
April Harris                 The Squire Shop 
Tom Hall Southern Sales & Marketing 
Mark Herring North Point Baptist Church 

Gary Hewitt Southland Insurance Agency 
Tammy Hughes BB&T Bank 
Anita Jones                  West Georgia Technical College 
Jimmy Meigs City of Bowdon  
Steve Minor Tisinger Vance PC 
Derick Newton            Edward Jones Investment 
Trent North Carroll County Commission 
Amy Brown State Farm Insurance 
Mark Foster Walker Cadillac-Buick-GMC 
Chip Jakins Carroll EMC 
Alicia Michael Carrollton Collision Center 
Ann Newman Bank of North Georgia 
Jason Newman Die-Tech 
Tim Warren United Community Bank 
Mike Washington The UPS Store 
Larry Wood City of Villa Rica  
Chris Gammon Printpack 
Wayne Johnson ESW Investment Company 
Heidi McGuire The Town Planner 
Lucy Gamble City of Whitesburg  
  
 

2011 Board of Directors 
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Carroll Chamber News 

Next Ad Deadline 
March 20th !! 

 
Promote  your business with a  full color  

promotion in the Chamber News:  
Business card 2x3� - $20.00 

1/4 page 4x5� - $30.00  
1/2 page 5x8� - $40.00 

Full-page portrait 8x10� - $50.00 
 

Submit your camera-ready ads 
(300 dpi+) electronically to  

communications@carroll-ga.org 
For more information, please call  

(678)890-2332. 
 

 
 
 
 

The Carroll Chamber of Commerce Chamber News is  
distributed online on the first business day of each month to 

over 800 Chamber members and community leaders. 
 

CARROLL COUNTY  
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

200 Northside Drive, Carrollton, Georgia  30117 
Phone: 770-832-2446      Fax: (770) 832-1300 

carrollchamber@carroll-ga.org 
www.carroll-ga.org 

 
 

 

 
The Carroll County  

Chamber of Commerce— 
fostering a dynamic business  
and community environment . 



 

 

Daniel Jackson ♦ President/CEO       daniel@carroll-ga.org 
Donna Armstrong Lackey ♦ Vice President, Business Development/Comm. Relations donna@carroll-ga.org 
Suzy Montalto ♦ Director, Accounting & Administrative Services    suzy@carroll-ga.org 
Suzy McCorkel ♦ Director, Programs & Events      suzymc@carroll-ga.org 
Cara Welch ♦ Membership Recruitment & Sales Associate    cara@carroll-ga.org 
Joan Finch ♦ Information Specialist & Drugs Don�t Work Coordinator   joan@carroll-ga.org 
Kathy Walker Rupp ♦ Administrative Assistant, The Burson Center   burson@carroll-ga.org 
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Staff Directory 

Chamber recognized for energy conservation 
Carroll Tomorrow and the Carroll County Chamber of 
Commerce was recently highlighted as one of five top 
success stories from the Grants to Green Initiative.  
Our organization demonstrated significant energy and 
cost savings of approximately 32% as a result of im-
plementing recommendations made on a water and 
energy audit conducted by Southface.    
 
The Chamber story was highlighted in marketing ma-
terials for Grants to Green. While all grantees bene-
fited in some way from their involvement in the 
Grants to Green Initiative, we were chosen because of 
our significant energy and cost savings and because 
we had made a commitment to furthering environ-
mental sustainability with our organization and with 
the communities in which we serve. 

 
Our audit recommendations included retrofitting T12 
lighting with ultra efficient T8 lights, installing com-
pact fluorescent lighting where appropriate, installing 
programmable thermostats, and upgrading an existing 
HVAC unit.  Additional recommendations from the 
audit included repairing duct boots, applying film to 
windows and skylights, and updating exit signs to 
LED lamps.  Estimated total cost for completing these 
projects was nearly $18,000 for an annual projected 
savings of $4,558 with an estimated payback period of 
three to four years.   

 

As of December 2010, all projects, with the exception 
of the film on the skylights have been completed.  In 

that time, we have achieved a 32% reduction in energy 
use for a projected annual savings of nearly $4,800. 

Grants to Green, has helped dozens of metro Atlanta 
nonprofits reduce their environmental impact while 
increasing the cost-efficiency of their operations. 
Through a partnership with The Community 
Foundation for Greater Atlanta and Southface Energy 
Institute, a national expert in �green� building 
engineering, Grants to Green gives nonprofits the 
opportunity to renovate or build healthier work places 
that are environmentally efficient.  
 
To date, Grants to Green has conducted six grant cy-
cles and awarded 73 Assessment Awards and 33 Im-
plementation grants to over 60 organizations located 
throughout the metropolitan Atlanta area. The Com-
munity Foundation for Greater Atlanta has invested 
$292,000 in assessment awards (valued at $4,000 
each) and $976,400 for implementation awards since 
the Initiative�s inception. With the generous support of 
the Kendeda Fund, the Grants to Green Initiative will 
continue to help additional Atlanta-area non-profits 
reduce their carbon footprint and realize cost savings 
in 2011. 

 

 
 

 



Platinum 
Thank you  2011 Forward Carroll Sponsors! 
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Gold 
AgSouth Farm Credit, ACA/AgSouth Mortgages 

Decostar Industries, Inc. 
Prater & York, LLC 

West Georgia Technical College 
 

Silver 
Milestone Investment Management, LLC 

 
Bronze 

American Sign Depot, Inc. 
Edward Jones Investments—Fred O'Neal 

Fairfield Plantation Property Owners Assoc. 
First Baptist Church, Carrollton 

Garrett, Stephens, Thomas & Fazio PC 
Grant $$$$$ for You! 

Hannah Electric 
Janus International 
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Upcoming Events 

March  2�8:30am 
Ambassador Committee 
@ Chamber 
 
March 3�8:30am 
Workforce Education  
Committee 
@ Chamber 
 
March 3�5:00-7:00pm 
Young Professionals Network 
@ Mellow Mushroom 
 
March 9�8:00am 
Environmental Projects Committee 
@ Chamber 
 
March  10�8:00am 
Chamber 101 
@ Chamber 
 
March 22�11:30am 
Business Success Luncheon-What is 
Cloud Computing, Anyway? 
@ Burson Center 
 
 
 
 

 
 
March 23�8:30am 
Business Development  
Committee 
@ Chamber 
 
SAVE THESE DATES! 
April 11�11:30am 
Chamber Board 
@ Gold Museum, Villa Rica 
 
April 13�8:30am 
Energy Summit 
@ Burson Center 
 
April 19�11:30am 
Bankers Roundtable  
@ Burson Center 
 
April 20�11:30am 
Business Success Lunch—Online 
Reputation Monitoring  (ORM) 
@ Burson Center 
 
April 21�7:30am 
Membership Breakfast 
UWG�Z-6 
 
April 26�3:00-7:00pm 
Education Summit- 
Lifelong  Learning 
@ Burson Center 
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Ribbon Cuttings 

Spirit Visit 

The Chamber Ambassadors  
surprised J. Best Hair Co. with a 
Spirit Visit on February 25 at their 
salon at 227 South Carroll Road, 
Villa Rica. 

Fabric Peddler enjoyed a re-grand 
opening under new ownership and 
management.  The shop is located at 
506 Maple St., Carrollton. 

Elwood  Staffing celebrated a grand 
opening of their offices at 228 North 
Park St., Carrollton.  
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2011 Leadership Academy begins 

System STAR Student & Teacher honored 
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The Chamber of Commerce hosted the STAR Stu-
dent Teacher Achievement Recognition awards on 
Feb. 24 with a special ceremony at the University of 
West Georgia.  The Chamber's Workforce Education 
Committee has co-hosted this program for over 50 
years recognizing local highest achieving high 
school seniors and their teachers who they choose as 
having the most influence in their academic develop-
ment. 
  
During the ceremony, students from the Carroll 
County School System, the Carrollton City School 
System and Oak Mountain Academy were recog-

nized.  The honorees, their parents and school ad-
ministrators heard an inspiring keynote presentation 
from Kirby Butler, Vice President of United Com-
munity Bank of West Georgia. 
  
Local high school honorees included Bowdon High 
School student Anne Jenkins and her teacher Dr. 
Sheila Reed; Carrollton High School student Karl 
Sanchez and his teacher Kristie Bradford-Hunt; Cen-
tral High School student Emily Wakefield and her 
teacher Heather Long; Mt.Zion High School student 
Kelli Dunagan and her teacher Michael Cleek; Oak 
Mountain Academy student Alex Goldsmith and his 
teacher Andy Denny; Temple High School student 
Amanda Paulson and her teacher Tammy Kinney; 
and, Villa Rica High School student Hannah Hurst 
and her teacher Samantha Green. 
  
Carrollton High School senior Karl Sanchez and 
teacher Kristie Bradford-Hunt were awarded the 
City System honor, and Villa Rica High School sen-
ior Hannah Hurst and teacher Samantha Green were 
named County System winners. System winners will 
compete for the Regional STAR honor in Rome next 
month. 

The 2011 Carroll Leadership Academy kicked off in 
February with an orientation led by professional de-
velopment coach, Dr. Shirley Garrett. Garrett has 
been the opening presenter for Leadership for many 
years and is able to set a motivational tone for the 
new class, �For years I have had the privilege of 
working with the Academy,� continues Garrett, �We 
discuss the role of the modern day leader and hope-
fully they leave with a commitment to aspire to 
make an even greater difference in Carroll County.�  
 
Leadership Academy is a fifteen-session program of 
intense team building, community awareness and 
leadership skills training.  Past participants go on to 
be some of the community�s most active volunteers 
and future leaders.   
 
This year�s class includes Dennis Brightman,  
Edward Jones; Hayley Dodd, Indulge Salon & Day 

Spa; Chris Gammon, Printpack, Inc.; Marc Griffith, 
Carroll County Sheriff's Office; Kimberly Grisham,  
Systems & Methods Inc.; Xiomara Hamilton, Car-
roll EMC; Joe Harris, Multi-Pest Services; Kelly 
Hester, Carroll EMC; Chad Houck, Carrollton 
Mainstreet (Irish Bred Pub & Grill); Robert Jack-
son, NAACP Re-entry Carroll County; Ben John-
son, Systems & Methods Inc.; Sheree Kimball, 
Carroll County CASA; James Layton, Carroll 
EMC; Carla Maner, Carrollton Mainstreet (The 
Nest); Frank Moody, Carroll County Sheriff's Of-
fice; Dail Morris, Southwire; Taylor Powers, 
Tanner Health System; Austin Pugmire, Pugmire 
Ford; Pam Reynolds, Carrollton Mainstreet (Rome 
St. Gallery); William Rogers, First American Pay-
ment Services; Jason Templeton, Regions Bank; 
Amy Tietjen, Carroll Rape Crisis Center; Barbara 
Tipton, West Georgia Technical College; and, Jim 
Watters, Southwire. 
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Literacy is for Today and Tomorrow  

In support of a  
brighter future for the 

residents of  
Carroll County! 

Volunteer with LIFT Today 
Call Laura Miller    (678)890-2357 

lift@carroll-ga.org 

 

An abused or neglected 
child needs your strength.   

Become a  
Court Appointed  

Special Advocate! 

P.O. Box 310 
Carrollton, GA 30112        

 770-838-1964   
www.carrollcasa.com 

Thank You to our Renewing Members! 

 

AAA Private Self Storage, LLC 
Advantage Office Solutions 
Alan Bell Architect 
Alternative Environments Landscape Mgmt. 
AmVets Post 99 
Arbor Bend Apartments 
Atlanta Prosthetics & Orthotics, Inc. 
Barnes Van Lines 
David Boldt 
Bowdon Animal Clinic DVM 
Carl E. Brack 
Brad Cole Construction, Inc. 
Bremen- Bowdon Investment 
C & C Fabrication 
Carroll EMC 
Carrollton Area CVB 
Carrollton City Schools 
Carrollton Club Apartments 
Carrollton Office Equipment Co. Inc. 
Club Fitness 
Communications Services Integrated, Inc. 
Karen A. Curtis EdD 
D & P Services 
David Reynolds Construction Company, Inc. 
E & C Chemicals, Inc. 
Fairfield Plantation Property Owners Association 
First United Methodist Church 
Georgia Power Company/Carrollton 
Georgia Power Company/Villa Rica 
Mildred Fokes Godard 
Greenway Medical Technologies 
Greystone Power Corporation 
H & R Block 
Hampton Inn 
Heard County Concrete, Inc. 
J. Hoyt Thomas Funeral Home, Inc. 
The Lazy Donkey Mexican Restaurant 

March of Dimes 
McEvers Awards, Trophies and Gifts 
Wanda McGukin 
Dr. Faye McIntyre 
McNaughton- McKay Electric 
Milestone Investment Management, LLC 
Municipal Hyro Services 
NuVea Medspa 
Oaks of Carrollton- Assisted Living 
Omni Enterprises, Inc 
Sam Price 
Quintin Rivera Salon 
R.K. Redding Construction, Inc. 
Randstad Work Solutions 
Robinson, Rowland & Company, P.C. 
Michael Ruffner 
Shore All Corporation 
Southland Machine and Mold, Inc. 
State Farm Insurance/Amy Brown 
Superior International Industries 
Allen M. Trapp 
True Blue Promotionals 
University of West Georgia 
Walker-Cadillac-Buick-GMC, Inc. 
Walker Meats Corporation 
Neil Weathington 
Wells Fargo 
West GA Gastroenterology Assoc. P.C. 
West Georgia Airport Authority 
West Georgia Healthcare for Women, P.C. 
West Georgia Internal Medicine, P.C. 
West Georgia Podiatry 
West Georgia Printing 
West Georgia Roofing II, Inc. 
West Georgia Technical College 
West Metro Board of Realtors 
Wiggins & Camp, P.C. 



Welcome New Members! 
Better off at Home 
Amy Henderson 
213 River Ridge Drive 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone:  (678) 633-2245 
Email:  betteroffathome@yahoo.com 
Website:  www.betteroffathome.com 
Category:  Health Services 
 
Carl Owen Construction 
Christa Owen 
2904 S. Hwy. 27 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone:  (770) 832-2275 
Email:  Christy@carlowenconstruction.com 
Website:  www.carlowenconstruction.com 
Category:  Contractors, General 

Cedar Street Antiques & Art 
Jane Eason 
809 Cedar Street 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone:  (770) 836-9005 
Email:  cedarstreetantiques@gmail.com 
Category:  Antiques 

Amy Chambers 
Tanner Medical Center 
690 Dallas Highway. Ste. 104 
Villa Rica, Georgia 30180 
Phone:  (770) 832-1020 
Email:  amchambers@tanner.org 
Category:  Hospitals-Associates 

Collection Bureau Associates 
Cheryl Morrow 
300 E. Shotwell St. 
Bainbridge, GA 39818 
Phone:  (229) 246-5533 
Email:  amryder@bellsouth.net 
Category:  Collections/Collection Agency 

Dance Fusion 
Amy Johnson 
921 South Carroll Road, Ste. B 
Villa Rica, Georgia 30180 
Phone:  (770) 459-2124 
Email:  dance-fusion@comcast.net 
Website:  www.dancefusionstudios.org 
Category:  Dance 

Thomas C. Detscher 
Villa Rica, Georgia 30180 
Email:  detscher3882@bellsouth.net 
Category:  Individual Member 

 
Nakeshia Duncan 
Carrollton City Schools 
401 Ben Scott Blvd. 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone:  (770) 832-2120 
Email:  nakeshia.duncan@carrolltoncityschools.net 

Category:  Education-Associates 

Eagle Advertising Solutions, Inc. 
Cathy Guillebeau 
110 Adamson Square, Ste. B 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone:  (770) 834-5283 
Email:  cathy.guillebeau@eagleadvantage.com 
Website:  www.eagleadvantage.com 
Category:  Computer Software 

Edward Jones/Brightman 
Dennis Brightman 
228 Bankhead Highway 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone:  (770) 834-0570 
Email:  dennis.brightman@edwardjones.com 
Website:  www.edwardjones.com 
Category:  Financial and Investment Services 

Fabric Peddler 
Michelle Lea 
506 Maple Street 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone (770) 832-0340 
Email:  fabricpeddler@yahoo.com 
Category:  Retail 

International Component Repair 
Angie Sherrill 
40 Industrial Court E. 
Villa Rica, Georgia 30180 
Phone:  (770) 459-8862 
Email:  asherill@internationalcomponentrepair.com 
Website:  www.internationalcomponentrepair.com 
Category:  Aviation Component Repair Facilty 

Park Place of Carrollton 
Anna League 
646 North Park Street 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone:  (770) 836-4985 
Email:  parkplace@fairwaymanagement.com 
Website:  www.fairwaymanagement.com 
Category:  Apartments 

Saber Diamond Tools, Inc. 
David Freund 
101 Saber Parkway 
Villa Rica, Georgia 30180 
Phone:  (770) 456-0101 
Email:  dfruend@saberdiamond.com 
Website:  www.saberdiamond.com 
Category:  Manufacturing 

Tin Roof Café, Inc. 
Patrick Henrickson 
110 Main Street 
Villa Rica, Georgia 30180 
Phone:  (770) 456-2474 
Email:  tinman123@comcast.net 
Website.  www.tinroofcafe.net 
Category:  Restaurants 
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www.keepcarrollbeautiful.org 
 

Volunteer TODAY! 
678-890-2361 

 

16 March   2011   www.carroll-ga.org 

Villa Rica—DDW city 

Chamber Drugs Don�t Work Coordinator, Joan Finch,  
congratulates Villa Rica City Manager Larry Wood, on the 
city�s recent certification as a DDW city. 

Women’s Business Alliance 
wishes to express  

appreciation to our event  
sponsors: 

  
Gold 

Georgia Power 
Southwire 

 
Bronze 

West Georgia Center for  
Plastic Surgery 

American Document Securities 
 

for their support of the recent  
‘New Year, New You’  

program! 

Did you know? 

One of your Chamber Benefits is that you can put 
brochures and business cards out in the Chamber 
lobby where new residents, visitors and other  
chamber members can pick them up.   
 
For a fee of $100 per year, you can have your  
brochures inserted into the relocation packages.  We 
mail them out, free of charge, and hand them out to 
those interested in moving to the area. Several  
businesses get them in bulk for recruitment of new 
employees. Contact: joan@carroll-ga.org if you are 
interested. 

Seventy-seven percent of illegal 
drug users are employed. The 
chamber can help you with the 
state�s certification process. It 
takes 20 minutes to explain the 
process and it is just 5 easy steps. 
And not only will you have a 
safe, drug free workplace, you 

will save 7.5% on your workers compensation insur-
ance. It inspires confidence for your customers to 
see the DDW sign on your door or the logo in your 
brochures.  
 
If you are already certified with the state as a Drugs 
Don�t Work company, you already are saving 7.5% 
off of your worker�s comp insurance, but because 
you are a chamber member, you can save at least 
half off on your educational materials. Contact 
joan@carroll-ga.org for more information. 



New Year – New Savings! Chamber Offers Lower Cost 
Alternative to Health Insurance! 

 

As our new year starts Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Georgia (BCBSGa) is offering a lower cost product 
through the MemberCare Alliance program, spon-
sored by the Chamber of Commerce, that offers 
lower prices for qualifying business members! 
  
The products, called Blue Essentials, provide solu-
tions for employers struggling with health insurance 
affordability.  These lower cost alternatives were 
specifically designed for employers who might cut 
back or eliminate health coverage altogether be-
cause of budgetary constraints. 
  
Blue Essentials plans offer deductibles of $1,000 or 
higher and reductions in certain benefits. However, 
employees can still receive $20 office visit copays 
and 80% coinsurance reimbursement for in-network 
covered items. They would also receive the protec-
tion and personal security of having Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Georgia as their insurer. 
  
The best news is that all of BCBSGa�s plans are 
available at reduced premium rates to eligible small 
and medium size business members of our Chamber 
of Commerce!  Through the group �buying power� 
of the MemberCare Alliance of Carroll CountySM, 
we are part of a statewide network of over 130 
Chambers of Commerce making available these in-
surance products to Chamber member busi-
nesses.  The MemberCare Alliance of Carroll 
County program includes a variety of discounted 
insurance products, such as: group term, voluntary 
and dependent life insurance, group dental insur-
ance, group long term and short term disability, ac-
cidental death and dismemberment and long term 
care insurance.  All these products are, or course, 
available through participating Chamber-member 
insurance agents.  
  
For more information on any of these insurance of-
ferings, please call the Chamber, one of your par-
ticipating Chamber-member insurance agents, or 

 

Purchasing Alliance Solutions, Inc., (the 
company that developed MemberCare Alli-
ance of Carroll County program) at 770-579-
1214 or 1-800-782-8254  ext. 3014.  
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Chamber 101 
 

 
If you are a new member  

or a member who has never participated,  
please join us for Chamber 101 on  

Thursday, March 10th at 8:00 am at the Chamber. 
 

Enjoy a continental breakfast with other new members  
and learn how you can make the most of your membership! 

Please RSVP—events@carroll-ga.org 

         Save the Date!! 
 
 Carroll Chamber Golf Tournament 
                    May 9th 
           Oak Mountain  
               Golf Club 
               
            Registration information coming soon! 
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Carroll County Chamber of Commerce 

Workforce Education Committee 
is requesting all members to offer nominations for the 

 
Workforce Education Award 

 
Nominees must: 

 Demonstrate generous commitment to improving workforce competitiveness 
 Further the pursuit of educational excellence in their business and/or personal activities 

 Encourage and/or support other organizations to undertake  
workforce education improvement efforts 

 Be a current Carroll County Chamber of Commerce member in good standing 
 

Please send your nominations to the Chamber by email, suzymc@carroll-ga.org or fax 770-832-1300. 


